
Science 

Innovation 

Showcase

To deliver on the vibrant promise of  the future of the food and beverage 
ecosystem requires we transcend conventional barriers between disciplines 
and sectors. As an organization dedicated to collaboration and inspired to 
bring together thinkers and doers in unconventional ways, IAFNS launched 
the Science Innovation Showcase to deliver on this promise.

The inaugural IAFNS Science Innovation Showcase held on December 14 -15, 2021, 
brought together scientists, researchers, investors, and innovators to share technical 
advances with the potential to impact the food and beverage ecosystem. 

The event featured more than 20 innovation speakers, keynote presentations by 
representatives of the FDA and Health Canada, an investor roundtable, introduction 
to multiple university/regional innovation centers, and an engaging discussion on 
stakeholder and consumer viewpoints of food safety and nutrition.  

The goal was to provide scientists from multiple sectors, at all stages of their career 
– graduate students to professors; technical experts to CEOs – the opportunity to 
engage in dialogue and discussion on the data, the technology, and science being 
applied across the food and beverage ecosystem.  

Across this ecosystem, innovation fuels our ability to thrive even as the world around 
us changes and we need the best possible science to make the best possible 
decisions for the best possible future. We can not do this on our own. We can only 
do this together. 

This science event celebrates 
creativity and community by 
bringing together different 
communities and different 
stakeholders that are working 
together to build a better future 
around food and nutrition. 
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Science Innovation Showcase

The Science Innovation Showcase featured a multi-sectoral and diverse agenda 
intended to inspire attendees with new ideas, new perspectives and new connections.

Topics addressed by selected innovation speakers included:

• Analytical Approaches for Plant-Based Food Ingredients

• Artificial Intelligence and Food Safety Outbreaks

• Food Safety Considerations of Cultured Meat

• New Food Ingredients from an Old Inedible Bean 

• Precision Prebiotics

• Sweet and Bitter Molecular Models

• Tagatose and Gut Health

• Sampling Patterns for Pathogen Detection

What we heard from attendees in response to “What did you learn or gain by 
attending the Showcase?” 

Meeting attendees and speakers represented a diverse mix of companies, 
agencies, and universities around the world:

US Food and Drug Administration, Health Canada, US Department of Agriculture –
and, Bonumose, Brightseed Bio, Campbells Soup, Cargill, Conagra, Deibel 
Laboratories, Herbalife, Tate & Lyle, Terviva, Ingredion, Hershey, Millipore Sigma, 
Ocean Spray, Purdue University, University of Illinois, Tufts University, University of 
Arkansas, Middle Tennessee State University, Dinesafe, University of California 
Davis

• “Overall, it had an unusual mix of categories or speakers –
thus, was very useful.”

• “Updated NA regulatory landscape, new ingredients on the market, 
and stakeholder perspectives”

• “Learning about the innovation centers may prove to be very useful”
• “Identified potential collaborators in industry and academia”



Science Innovation Showcase

IAFNS looks forward to hosting the Science Innovation Showcase as an annual 
event, seeking to involve more organizations and increase participation across 
diverse stakeholder groups.  

For information on IAFNS research and other IAFNS events, please join us!  
wendelyn@iafns.org.

Invited speaker sessions featured FDA & Health Canada regulators, 
innovation center faculty at The NC Food Innovation Lab (NC FIL), 
Saskatchewan Food Industry Development Centre, and the University of 
Georgia Food Product Innovation & Commercialization Center (Food PIC), 
and leaders of consumer and health advocacy organizations such as the 
American Heart Association. 

Reflection from the innovation presentations:

• From ion-exchange chromatography to sensory science; from crowd sourcing 
food safety outbreaks to new food ingredients - there is a great deal of exciting 
work being done.  

• Engagement with regulators can be valuable for innovators. Regulatory 
frameworks for new technologies need to consider what will be regulated, how 
to identify safety-related uncertainties, what kind of oversight is needed –
premarket versus post-market, and who should communicate with consumers. 

• The disconnect between innovations in agriculture and food and consumer 
interests can only be bridged by bringing together diverse voices.

• The potential benefits of innovative foods are vast. And claims from developers 
regarding sustainability, environmental benefits, animal welfare, and consumer 
benefits will need to be verified.  Further, there will be need for standardizing 
these areas if the consumer will truly be able to make informed decisions. 

• Diversity, equity and inclusion are important. Working toward health equity is 
the right thing to do for all organizations. Research shows that promoting 
health equity can reduce health care costs and benefit the health of the entire 
nation. 
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